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1. Historic Monuments of Ancient Nara 

 
After leaving Hiroshima, Momo came to Nara City, Nara Prefecture, to the south of Kyoto. 

According to Tanya, Nara had once been the Japanese capital city before Kyoto became the new capital. 
More specifically, it seemed to be the period between 710 and 784. 

Historic buildings and ruins, eight sites in total, in Nara had been on the list of the World Heritage Sites in 
1998. 

Among them, Momo was first visiting the remains of Heijo Palace (the imperial residence in this ancient 
capital), which was currently in a spacious park. 

“Bow! (Wow!) What a gigantic building that is!!” 

Momo was thrilled and began running toward the magnificent structure. 

She later knew the vermilion building was called The Great Hall of State (or Daigokuden in Japanese). 



 

 



 

 



 

 
Momo was visiting the Todai-ji temple, known for its Daibutsu (a giant statue of Buddha). 

She had once come here during her previous journey visiting the World Heritage Sites in Japan. 

When Daibutsu-den (the building for Daibutsu) came into her sight, she gradually recalled the hugeness of 
the statue. 

Momo was thrilled and imagined one thing. 

“If I become as giant as the Daibutsu, I wonder how much food I need to eat.” 

Like the amount sumo wrestlers eat? Or, as the amount Godzzila eats? 

Even 100 rice balls might not be enough! 



 

 



 

 



 

 
One day Momo was visiting the Kofuku-ji temple, a World Heritage Site in Nara City. 

This temple is famous for its statue named Asura, a national treasure of Japan. 

The statue is so delicate that it is open to the public only twice a year in springs and autumns. 

Quite timely, Momo could see the statue of Asura this time. 

Asura-san had three faces and six arms. 

On the other hand, Momo had one face and four legs. 

“Had I no less than three faces, should I see that way? This way? Which way?” 

“Had I six legs, could I walk well? Could I run fast?” 



 

 



 

 



 

 
One day Momo was visiting Kasuga Grand Shrine (or Kasuga-taisha in Japanese) in Nara City. 

She heard that a herd of deer lived in Kasuga Grand Shrine, and they seemed to be regarded as messengers 
of Japanese Shinto gods. 

As Momo was walking through the precincts, one female deer was approaching her. 

“Hello, Momo-chan! Why don’t you join our autumn festival?” 

According to her, the autumn festival named Uneme-matsuri would take place next week. 

By putting a red thread through a needle in front of the Uneme Shrine (a branch of Kasuga Grand Shrine), 
our dreams would come true. 

“Bow (Wow), great! I wanna do that!” 

Then, Momo was taught by the deer the way. 

“She said it would be easy, though ...” 

It seemed to be difficult for her paws even to hold the red thread and the needle. 



 

 



 

 



 

 
Invited by the female deer whom Momo had met at Kasuga Grand Shrine, she had decided to climb Mount 
Kasuga. 

Momo recalled Mr. Hodaka, her good friend trying to conquer the Japanese 100 Great Mountains. 

“I wonder if Mr. Hodaka has been fine these days.” 

In a forest of the mountain, a deer family living there welcomed Momo very warmly. 

“Hey, Momo-chan, why don’t you take a nap with us? The sunshine is very comfortable here.” 

As recommended, Momo lay down on the soft ground, which was fluffy like the weather. 

“It’s like a warm blanket ...” 

It was so comfortably warm that Momo felt asleep before she knew that ... 



 

 



 

 



 

 
One day Momo was visiting the Gango-ji temple, a World Heritage Site in Nara City. 

She heard that the Kawara (Japanese-style roof tiles) on the building was one of the oldest Kawara in this 
country. 

Redish brown one, gray one ... various colors. 

At the time, she was spoken to from somewhere. 

“Hey, Momo-chan! Come here!” 

She looked at the direction and saw a lot of Ojizo-sama (Ksitigarbha statue) standing there. 

“Umm ... Which Ojizo-sama called me?” 

The group of Ojizo-sama didn’t say anything and were smiling. 



 

 



 

 



 

 
One day Momo was visiting the Toshodai-ji temple, a World Heritage Site in Nara City. 

This Buddhist temple seemed to have been built in the 8th century by a Chinese monk named Jianzhen (or 
Ganjin). 

Jianzhen-san had confronted many hardships and taken no more than ten years to arrive in Japan from 
China. During the difficulties, he had lost his eyesight. 

Under the beautiful weather today, Momo stepped into the premises with her four legs. 

While looking up at the splendid structure, she was thinking about the monk. 

“Jianzhen-san, your achievement was unbelievably great. I believe you could see this building with the eyes 
of your mind ...” 



 

 



 

 



 

 
One day Momo was visiting the Yakushi-ji temple, a World Heritage Site in Nara City. 

She heard that this temple had been a place to pray that people’s disease would be cured. 

When she visited here this time, an event named Mantou-e was being held. 

Many lanterns were on the premises, and they were glowing in the dark of the night. 

Momo herself had many allergies by nature and had to take medicine every day. 

She could understand how those visiting this temple would feel. 

“I wish everyone good health.” 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

2. Shrines and Temples of Nikko 

 
After leaving the ancient capital Nara, Momo headed for Nikko City, Tochigi Prefecture. 

Momo heard that the shrines and temples in this city had been on the World Heritage Sites. 

Her first destination was the Rinno-ji temple. It seemed to have been built around the same period as Nara 
had been developed. 

“Hi, Momo-chan! Thank you for coming to this temple!” 

One Buddhist monk in a black robe welcomed Momo and kindly guided her around the place. 

His talks were fascinating and entertaining her. 

“Visiting Nikko in autumn is a good decision.” 

The leaves on the premises had turned red and yellow, which looked picturesque and fascinated Momo. 



 

 



 

 



 

 
After looking around the Rinno-ji temple, Momo was walking to Nikko Tosho-gu, a very famous Shinto 
shrine and a World Heritage Site in Nikko City. 

The Tosho-gu was located right next to the Rinno-ji. 

The buildings of the shrine were unbelievably gorgeous. 

The decorations were so elaborate that Momo made a sigh in admiration. 

“... Oh? What is that? One of the pillars looks strange.” 

Mysteriously, only the patterns on the pillar were upside-down, unlike the others. 

“I wonder why.” 



 

 



 

 



 

 
Two Shinto shrines and one Buddhist temple in Nikko City seemed to be on the list of the World Heritage 
Sites. 

After leaving the Rinno-ji temple and Nikko Toshogu, Momo was visiting the final one, Futarasan jinja. 

When she entered the premises, Momo saw people gathering in one place. 

“Oh? What’s happening over there?” 



 

One tourist-like person kindly explained it to Momo. 

It was a huge cedar, which was over 550 years old. If you got through the hollow trunk, you could obtain 
good luck. This custom seemed to be called “Goshinboku Tainai Kuguri” (meaning “getting through the 
trunk of the god tree”). 

“That sounds great! I wanna join it!” 

Then, Momo found herself getting through it over and over again. 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. Gusuku Sites and Related Properties of the Kingdom of Ryuku 

 
After leaving Nikko City, Momo dared to take an airplane to head for Okinawa, the southernmost 
prefecture in Japan, consisting of islands. 

In Okinawa, nine places in total seemed to had been on the list of the World Heritage Sites in 2000. 

Momo arrived there on November 3rd, when the largest festival in the prefecture was taking place in Shuri 
Castle. 

In the grand parade, an outstandingly beautiful woman with gorgeous folk costumes on a sedan chair was 
approaching Momo. 

People said that the woman was playing a role as the queen of the Ryuku Kingdom. It had once governed 
here in the old days. 

As Momo was fascinated by the beautiful queen, she smiled at her and said, “Hi, lovely doggie. Have a good 
day!” 

Momo became happy, smiled, and shook her tails impatiently for her. 



 

 



 

 



 

 
After leaving Shuri Castle Site, Momo was visiting Sonohyan-utaki, located right next to the castle. 

As she was ascending a steep slope, a stone gate was appearing. The forest behind the gate seemed to be 
Sonohyan-utaki. 

She also heard some cheerful voices of children from somewhere. 

An elementary school or a kindergarten might be in the vicinity. 

A female passer-by told Momo that kings of the Ryukyu Kingdom had visited here each time before their 
journeys. 

It was a sacred place like that. 

Momo was impressed and bowed to respect for the god of Ryukyu and the ancient kings. 



 

 



 

 



 

 
One day Momo was visiting Tamaudun, the royal mausoleum of the Ryukyu Kingdom. 

The successive kings seemed to be sleeping in the grave. 

“Hi, Momo-chan. How’re you doing?” 

Spoken to by somewhere, Momo looked around and found an old bat hanging from a stone wall. 

“This place was once destroyed by war.” 

Momo thought the war was terrible because it brutally ruined precious sites like this. 

“But people in Ryukyu cooperated and restored it.” 

People’s goodwill against the war moved Momo. 



 

 



 

 



 

 
One day Momo was visiting a beautiful garden located to the south of Shuri Castle. 

It seemed to be landscaped in the 18th century and called Shikina-en or South Garden. 

Fascinated by the picturesque scenery, Momo was strolling around the garden. 

It was an excellent day, and the spring was glittering while reflecting the sunshine. 

Momo lay sprawled out on a sunny lawn. 

Blown by the refreshing breeze, the trees were whispering gently. 

Taking a nap in such a beautiful place might have been one of the happiest moments in her life. 



 

 



 

 



 

 
One day Momo was visiting Sefa-utaki, a sacred place in Nanjo City, Okinawa. 

The word “sefa” seemed to mean “highest” and “utaki” indicate “sacred place,” respectively. 

Initially, this had been a place where only women could enter. 

When a king of the Ryukyu Kingdom had entered here, he had had to dress as a woman. 

“Since I’m a female, I can get in, can’t I?” 



 

It had a little cold, solemn atmosphere. 

“Hello, my name is Momo. Glad to visit here.” 

Momo found herself straightening her back and bowed slowly. 

 



 

 



 

 
One day she was visiting the remains of Nakijin Castle in Nakijin Village, Kunigami District, Okinawa. 

Stone walls are standing in a horizontally vast stretch of flat land. 

It was more like a gate rather than a castle. 

By the way, when strolling around the site, Momo got a call from Tanya. 

“Hi, Momo-chan! How is your travel around Okinawa? Can you return home by the end of the year?” 

“Hmm, I have not decided yet. But ...” 

Come to think of it, she seemed to have spent much time before she knew it. 

Suddenly, she missed her family, and earnestly wanted to see Tanya. 

Is this feeling homesickness? 



 

 



 

 



 

 
One day she was visiting the remains of Katsuren Castle in Uruma City, Okinawa. 

It seemed to be the oldest one as the ruins of Gusuku (ancient castles of the Ryukyu Kingdom). 

Climbing up the narrow stone stairs, Momo found an overwhelming panorama surrounded by Nakagusuku 
Bay and Kinwan Bay. 

Both bays were glittering in bright emerald green, and the scent of a sea breeze was gently enveloping her. 

It was as if the spirit of wind whispered to her, “Momo, thank you all the way come here.” 

Although Momo missed her family, the warm climate in Okinawa was so comfortable. 



 

 



 

 



 

 
One day she was visiting the remains of Zakimi Castle in Yomitan Village, Okinawa. 

Momo heard that its stone arch gate was the oldest one in this prefecture. 

It looked like a tunnel, so it was enjoyable and exciting for her to get through it. Momo repeated it over and 
over again. 

“Both the sky and the ocean are amazingly beautiful here!” 

The panoramic view from the high place was awe-inspiring. 

Okinawa is a paradise! 



 

 



 

 



 

 
One day she was visiting the remains of Nakagusuku Castle in Kitanakagusuku Village, Okinawa. 

It was the ninth (final) one of the factors of the World Heritage Site titled “The Gusuku Sites and Related 
Properties of the Kingdom of Ryukyu.” 

Momo found a narrow path on top of the stone wall. 

“Bow (wow)! Can I walk on there? It must be fun!” 



 

Climbing up the ladder, Momo skipped around. 

She was so happy and ran for a while. 

But since the wall was higher than expected, Momo suddenly felt scared. 

“Can I reach the top of the wall over there?” 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. Rest In Peace, our dear Momo 

 



 

Momo, our lovable companion, left for Heaven on March 4th, 2019. 

When Momo was first found two decades ago, she had been shut into the sewage pipe with a chain-locked 
door. 

After neighbors noticed her crying, a policeman cut the chain with a tool and got her out of the sewage pipe. 

After that, Momo was regarded as a “lost article” to be kept in a police station. 

If the owner did not appear, Momo was about to be sent to Heaven through a place called Center. 

However, Momo met Tanya, who came to the police station to receive her wallet she had dropped, by 
chance. She was brought to Tanya’s home and could live for two decades. 

Momo’s adventure to travel around the World Heritage Sites is still in the middle. 

If you look forward to the sequel of Momo’s articles, we would be delighted. 

Let us thank all of you, who have loved Momo, from the bottom of our hearts. 

The BBB: Breakthrough Bandwagon Books 

(To be continued to Momo's next adventure.) 

This work was exclusively created as one of the made-in-Japan contents belonging to The BBB: 
Breakthrough Bandwagon Books. 
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